
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE 291 January 20, 2005 
war for which we must be vigilant, and 
we will do everything we can to sup-
port the armed services of our country. 

One of our immediate tasks must be 
to put our Nation’s fiscal house in 
order. There can be no question about 
the need to do that. We are spending 
more money than we are taking in as a 
government. We are spending in excess 
of our resources by far too much. There 
is much work to be done to strengthen 
education, expand access to quality, af-
fordable health care. 

I don’t talk about bipartisanship just 
in theory. I have had the good fortune 
to work with Senator JOHN ENSIGN, a 
Republican. JOHN ENSIGN and I are 
from the State of Nevada. Six years 
ago we were in one of the most dif-
ficult, bitter races, not only in the his-
tory of the State of Nevada but the his-
tory of our country. That race was ulti-
mately decided by 428 votes. Here it is 
6 years later, and JOHN ENSIGN is now a 
member of the Senate. 

JOHN ENSIGN is a loyal Republican, 
and I do my very best to represent the 
Democratic Party. But because of our 
work together, the work of Senator 
REID and Senator ENSIGN, we have 
worked on that which is important to 
the State of Nevada and, we believe, to 
the country. We have worked together 
in a bipartisan basis. That work has 
been beneficial to our country. 

With the spirit of the inauguration 
close to our hearts today, I look for-
ward to the great debates ahead in the 
great debating society we call the Sen-
ate. I am optimistic and confident that 
today could be a new beginning. But it 
will only be a new beginning if the tone 
that is set today is carried forward in 
the years to come in making our coun-
try the country it has the potential to 
be. 

f 

COMMITTEE FUNDING LEVELS 

Mr. FRIST. On January 6, I engaged 
in a colloquy with the distinguished 
Democratic Leader, Senator REID, con-
cerning the budget assumptions for the 
next committee funding biennial pe-
riod, subject to appropriations. I stated 
that the committee funding budget as-
sumes an across-the-board freeze budg-
et, with salary baselines adjusted by 
COLAs of 3.71 percent in 2005 as ap-
proved by the President pro tempore in 
early January; 3.3 percent assumed for 
2006, and 3.5 percent assumed for 2007, 
although both the 2006 and 2007 actual 
COLA amounts remain subject to the 
approval of the President pro tempore. 

Based on preliminary calculations, 
both Senator REID and I assumed cer-
tain funding levels, subject to appro-
priations. We have now received final 
financial calculations for an across- 
the-board freeze including the pre-
viously identified COLAs. To achieve 
our fiscal goal, aggregate funding lev-
els would be: March 1, 2005–September 
30, 2005: $51,783,793; October 1, 2005– 

Semptember 30, 2006: $90,923,102; and 
October 1, 2006–February 28, 2007: 
$38,704,409. These funding levels in-
clude, but do not separately allocate, 
the additional 10 percent allocated to 
the committees in the 108th Congress. I 
believe this reflects the intent of the 
negotiation between the Democratic 
leader and myself. 

Mr. REID. The majority leader is cor-
rect. The preliminary calculations that 
we were provided did not accurately re-
flect our goal of an across-the-board 
freeze including the COLAs. The aggre-
gate funding levels identified today by 
the majority leader accurately reflect 
the intent of our agreement. 

Mr. FRIST. I thank the Democratic 
leader for his comments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVE DISPONETT 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

rise today as our Nation celebrates the 
55th Presidential Inauguration to pay 
tribute to Mr. Dave Disponett, a fellow 
Kentuckian who is in Washington, DC 
to attend his sixth inauguration. 

Dave is a dedicated member of the 
Republican Party—a man I am glad to 
have on my team. He has been a wit-
ness to history with the swearing in of 
President Richard Nixon in 1969, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan in 1981 and 1985, 
President George H.W. Bush in 1989, 
President George W. Bush in 2001 and 
again today, January 20, 2005. 

Dave is in the Nation’s capita1 today 
with his wife, daughter, son-in-law and 
10-year old granddaughter—who is al-
ready following in her grandfather’s 
footsteps by attending her second Pres-
idential Inauguration. 

Earlier this week USA Today pub-
lished a story about Dave and his fam-
ily, ‘‘Kentucky Family Hears Inau-
gural Call.’’ I ask unanimous consent 
that the full article be included in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From USA Today, January 17, 2005] 
KENTUCKY FAMILY HEARS INAUGURAL CALL 

(By Bill Nichols) 
LAWRENCEBURG, KY.—When Franklin 

Roosevelt was sworn in as president for the 
third time in 1941 under the shadow of poten-
tial U.S. entry into world war, the program 
read: ‘‘Inaugurals take their drama from the 
temper of the times.’’ 

Dave Disponett, a builder and passionate 
Republican activist in this traditionally 
Democratic city of just under 10,000, agrees. 

On Thursday, when President Bush takes 
the oath of office for a second term, 
Disponett, 69, will attend his sixth inaugura-
tion with his wife, daughter, son-in-law and 
10-year-old granddaughter—who is on inau-
guration No. 2. 

The Disponett clan, like thousands of 
other visitors who are descending on Wash-
ington, are bracing for a very different inau-
guration this year. ‘‘I imagine there are 
going to be lines everywhere, but what can 
you do?’’ Disponett says. It is the nation’s 
first since the Sept. 11 attacks, and extraor-
dinary security precautions are in place. 

But as demonstrated by the treasure trove 
of inaugural memories and memorabilia— 
ball tickets, programs and photographs— 
that Disponett has saved, this mix of pag-
eantry and politics always manages, for good 
or bad, to reflect the mood of the nation. 
Spectators seem to come for a party but end 
up with a little piece of time. 

In 1969, Disponett watched friends climb a 
light pole on a Washington street to avoid 
Vietnam protesters who had thronged to 
Richard Nixon’s inauguration. The trip 
marked Disponett’s first time on an air-
plane; he was 33. 

Twelve years later, he was moved to tears 
as crowds listened to transistor radios to 
hear news of the release of the U.S. hostages 
in Iran as Ronald Reagan was sworn in 1981. 

‘‘That was the most exciting day of my 
life,’’ Disponett remembers. His daughter 
Lois Ann, 47, who attended her first inau-
guration at the age of 10, says the experi-
ences she had were almost impossible to ex-
plain to her schoolmates back in Lawrence-
burg. ‘‘Most people couldn’t grasp it,’’ she 
says of the celebrities and dazzling gowns. 
‘‘It was just a world totally beyond their 
comprehension.’’ She felt, she says, like a 
real-life Cinderella. 

SECURITY CONCERNS 
Inaugural historian Jerry Wallace, retired 

from the National Archives, points out that 
heightened security for the ceremony is not 
new. Both of Abraham Lincoln’s inaugura-
tions found troops on Washington’s streets, 
and the 1861 event was held under threat of 
assassination. Woodrow Wilson’s 1917 inau-
guration, held as the United States consid-
ered entering the First World War, also was 
marked by a show of force. 

Wallace worries, however, that precautions 
for this year’s event could dampen the abil-
ity of average Americans to enjoy the day. 

At least 6,000 police officers—some of them 
heavily armed—will patrol Washington’s 
streets, searching ticket holders and onlook-
ers as F–16s, F–15s and military helicopters 
patrol the skies. 

‘‘I find all this security just very oppres-
sive,’’ Wallace says. ‘‘The whole dynamic be-
hind an inaugural is not to be exclusive at 
all.’’ 

Charlie Brotman, a 77-year-old Washington 
public relations executive who has been the 
Inaugural Parade announcer for the past 48 
years, says security for the presidential 
viewing stands on the stretch of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue in front of the White House 
will be tighter than any he has experienced. 
Brotman believes, however, that earlier 
stretches of the parade will still be quite ac-
cessible to the public. 

Phyllis Clark, school services coordinator 
for Flowing Wells School District in Tucson, 
will be bringing several dozen eighth-graders 
to the inauguration for the second time. She 
worries that her kids won’t be able to tour 
the White House because of the security. 
‘‘This year I told the kids that I really don’t 
think we’ll get to go in,’’ she says. 

But Clark also says the event is also an op-
portunity to show young people that they 
have to live their lives to the fullest, even in 
an age of terrorism. ‘‘We’ll still go. And if 
something happens, we’ll look after each 
other and take care of each other,’’ Clark 
says. ‘‘We can’t be so afraid that we don’t go 
anywhere.’’ 

NOT GIVING IN TO TERROR 
The Disponetts couldn’t agree more. Last 

week, they were busy preparing for their trip 
to Washington. Ten-year-old Anna-Marie, 
the daughter of Lois Ann Disponett and hus-
band Todd Hyatt, recently found her coveted 
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